
In recent years, many construction fires have broken out 

in large buildings under construction.  A fire can be a 

significant risk during the construction of a building 

where activities such as welding, cutting or grinding of 

steel and the application of torches on materials such as 

waterproofing membranes could ignite rubbish, 

packaging, timber formwork and other materials 

commonly found on construction sites.

 

It is due to this risk that the Building Code of Australia 

(BCA) requires having firefighting equipment available 

during construction to  help site workers and 

emergency services personnel to fight fires.

 

For a building under construction that reaches an 

effective height of 12m, a fire hydrant and fire hose reel 

system must be operational as required by Clause E1.9 

of the BCA (as per below).  A fire hydrant and fire hose 

reel must be operational to every storey (except the 2 

uppermost storeys).  This is also in addition to a fire 

extinguisher provided to all storeys, and located 

adjacent to each required exit or temporary stairway.  If 

the building is required to have a fire hydrant booster, it 

must also be connected to serve the fire hydrant system.

 

It is important to ensure builders are considering the 

system, documenting the installation and ability to 

operate the hydrant system during construction.  This 

documentation and consideration by builders will assist 

in confirming compliance as required by the approval 

authority (including Council, Fire Brigade and the 

Building Surveyor/Certifier).

 

 IF  YOU WOULD LIKE ANY INFORMATION REGARDING THIS, PLEASE GET IN 
TOUCH WITH ONE OF OUR CERTIFIERS:

 

WWW.KNISCO.COM.AU     |    (07) 3852 2080

 

FIRE PRECAUTIONS 

DURING 

CONSTRUCTION

 
 
 

'CLAUSE E1.9'

 
E1.9 Fire precautions during construction

In a building under construction-

 

(a)   not less than one fire extinguisher to suit 

Class A, B and C fires and electrical fires must be 

provided at all times on each storey adjacent to 

each requiredexit or temporary stairway or exit; 

and

(b)   after the building has reached an effective 

height of 12 m-

     

 

 

 

(i) the required fire hydrants and fire  hose              

reels must be operational in at least every 

storey that is covered by the roof or the floor 

structure above, except the 2 uppermost 

storeys; and

(ii) any required booster connections must 

be installed.

 

     

 

 

 


